Optimum ventilation levels for maintenance of normal arterial blood pO2, pC02, and pH in the pithed rat preparation.
Cardiovascular status in artificially respired whole animal preparations is dependent, among other factors, upon the maintenance of normal blood gas and acid-base equilibria. A method is described for respiring the pithed rat preparation with oxygen-enriched air. Using this system, ventilation-body weight relations have been defined for maintenance of normal blood pO2, pC02, and pH values in this commonly employed preparation.